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FR, it. aide your Lordſhip; | 
of was the crying Sin, as well as the ill fate 

of 'the-late times, .to run down our-Church- 
by. traducing; 'quarrelling and defantins her 
Biſhops ; whereby their Miniftery and Govern- 
ment berame not only. ineffeftual, .but con- 
temptible.:\ But ( thanks be to God) our Age: 
begins to recover it ſelf., and to pay that re- 
zerence. and ſubmiſſion as of old belonged-1n- 


0: 0:them ; ; \ which according to Tgnatins *., 35" * Bpit ad 
| x © A 3 WRATH) Diagn. Cap. 3s; 


"1 


> 


The ErisTLe 


wedoay wrpown, eworiuew, t0 give them all de- 


® Fpiſt. ad ference and regard, * x uwoTaooeda ws "Inog 


Xeawns, ard to become obedient to them, as 
znto Chriſt, whoſe Vicars and Vicegerents 
they are. | 1 | 
Now what Succeſs your Lordſhip met with 

( xfcby ſending your Letter to ne, afterwards 
by coming in Perſon among us ) may ſuſſici- 
ently be evidenced from the many Thouſands, 
who flock'd unto our Communions, as if it had 
been to the Pool of Betheſda 0 be healed 
there ; as alſo from thoſe numerous Crouds, 
who preſented themſelves to your Lordjbip, to 
be. copfrmef by Tong as if there had been 10 
leſs Virtue in Tour hands, than was in Saint 
Paul's, when he cured the Sick, A number 
perhaps as to both, greater than the preſent 
Age. hath ſeen. which: made: Tour. coming a- 
 mengit us. ſeem to: ſome, not unlike that of 

Paal's axd Barnabas's among the Lyſtrians; 
whenthey cried out, The Gods are come down 
among. us inthe hikeneſs of men ;. and upon 
their return (gs convinced of their former mi- 
ſtakes) to take up Calvin's * words and ſay, 
Talem nobts fi exhibeant Hicrarchiam, 

we may have but ſuch an Hierarchy, and ſuch 
: Biſhops 


DzpicaToRy. 


Biſhops in it; Tum nullo non Anathemate 
dignos, then we ſhould count no Anathema 
too great for ſuch that ſhould refuſe their 
Communion, or renounce their Preſidency. 
May Tou go on with the ſame Piety, Pru- 
dence and Zeal, as Tou have begun; and I 
doubt not, but before your Comperts are done, 
or you come among ft us again ( ſo ready are the 
People, ſo well reſented Your Service, and ſo 
acceptable Your unwearied Care) there will 
remain nothing, or but little, to ſet in order. 
Excuſe this Addreſs, and accept it ( T pray: 
Tou ) with: the ſame candor, as Tou did this 
Sermon; being it ſelf of too haſty a produtti- 
on t0 ſee the light, had not Your Lordſhip: 
commanded it abroad: To whom IT ſhall ever- 
ſubmit my ſelf, being, as in all duty bound; 


Your Lordſhip's 


Moſt obedient Son and faithfully. 
devoted Servant,. 
NATH. BISBIE. 


Long Melford,Suff. 
May 13. 1686.. 
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------eAnd the reſt will I ſet in order 


when I come, 


HIS Epiſtle was written by St. Pau/ (the 
. great Apoſtle of the Gexti/es)to the Church 
of Corinth(Ty exxAnoig Ty voy ey Kopive,ovy 
Tao THIS EMIXAAvpbyors T9. oy0phue TE Kpic's & Wart 
Towe ;"Or as he interpreteth himſelf in his ſecond 
Epiſtle, ov» Tao: Toi vow ey 0A T3 Ayaia:) that is 
to fay, To all and every one of the Chriſtians, in, 
and thoroughout the whole Province of A4chaia, 
whereof Corinth was then the Metropolis,or Mother 
City and Church: Inſomuch that it ſeemeth to me 
to be a Circular Epiſtle,ſent by the Apoſtle(the firſt 
Converter of them) to the Metropolitan or Biſhop 
of Corinth ; to be communicated by him to the Bi- 
ſhops and Presbyters of the Province, and by them 
to the People, in all their reſpective Churches and 
Congregations throughout the whole Grec/az Dio- 
ceſs. Thedrift whereof 1s, 

1. To adviſe them to reform the manifold diſor- 
ders and corruptions, that eg in among them, 
from the time that he had firſt eſtabliſhed them into 
a Church. And ſuch were their Schiſms and FaCti- 

B ons 
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ons (ch.1.& 2.) ; The contempt of their eſtabliſhed 
' Miniſters (c/h.4.); Their negle& of Eccleſiaſtical 
diſcipline (ch.5.) ; their light regard ot incelt (ch. 
6.) ; their irreverent and'indecent behaviour in the 
Church, and at the- Service and Worſhip of God 
'(ch.11.) ; and more _— their lighting and 
profaning the newly inſtituted Sacrament of Chri/?s 
Supper ; Some by not coming to it, others by being 
drunken at ir (as in the words immediately precede- 
ing my Text): Crimes! ſo highly oftenfive unto 
God, ſo ſcandalous to his Church,and ſo deſtrudtive 
to every Man's ſoul therein, that.it is high time for 
God's Biſhop to rowze;aad- to require. and call for 


an amendment of them: : And that this advice of 


his might not be thrown off without taking its de- 
- fired effef,  -. we | 

2. He ſheweth his Paſtoral rod to, and ſhaketh it 
. over them ; to ket thens know, that if they would 
not reform and amend upan his Epiſtle and Letter, 
he would ſoon in Perſon come among them himſelf; 
and by vertue of his Apoſtalical Authority lay them 
under ſych Eccleſiaſtical cenſures and-inflifctions, as 
that thereby they ſhould become better Chriſtians 
within the Church, or elſe for the future be turned 
out of the Church to herd with Heathens and ſin- 
ners. . I will come unto you ſbortly, (ſaith he, ch.4.19.) 
but, What will ze? ſball I come unto you with 4 rod, or 
7a love, and in the ſpirit of meckneſſ? The latter,molt 
{uitable to my own diſpoſition, moſt grateful to my 
Function, moſt acceptable to God, moſt honourable 
to the Church, and more for your own reputation 
and credit ;_ But a rod I have, put into my hands by 
Chriſty, to be_ufed upon the back of ſigners, m_ he 
that 
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that alrogether ſpareth the rod, often ſpoileth the 
child ; Wherefore amend before I come, at leaſt of 
theſe your crimes (whereof by letter you are fore- 
' admoniſhed) ; Azd as for the reſt 4 will [et in order 
when I come. Let me but lodge an inference or two 
by the way, and I ſhall ſpeedily go on ; The firſt 
ſhall be this, 

x. That a Church,be it the Churchof an Apoſtle, 
and a Church never ſo well at firſt conſtituted, ſo as 
to want neither Eſſentials nor SuperſtruQures, nei- 
ther preſent Overſeers, nor future Managers ; yet if 
it happen not to be reſided upon, and duly viſited 
by its Superintendent and chief Governour, it will 
ſoon contract, and unawares be over-run with ma- 
nifold irregularities -and diſorders. Witneſs the 
Church before is; It was founded by an Apoſtle, 
it was furniſhed and-fenced with Biſhops and Mini- 
ſters of his own nomination and appointment; and 
it would be too-great a detrattion to his name, merit 
andcare, tofuſpett, that he had not ſufficiently pro- 
vided (before he departed from them) both for their 
preſetie ſettlement, and their future conſervation ; 
And yet he was not long gone, but behold all man- 
ner of diſorders ; in fo much that a letrer from him, 
without his Perſonal preſence, will not, cannot poſ- 
ſibly reform them. | | nf a NG 

2. That itreligiouſly to throw off, or irreverently 
to attend the Service of God's Church ; and therein 
to negle&or abuſe the blefſed Sacrament of the Sup- 
per, (the higheft and moſt adorable part of. that Ser- 
vice) are ſuch uncauth and unchriſtian diſorders in 
a Church, 'as'that they. nor only require an Epiſco- 
pal adinonition; but an authoritative infpe&ion and 

| | B 2 correctt- 
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corretion, And yet theſe were the faults of many 
in the Church of Corinth (this Apoſtolical and earty 
Church) ; which if they be ours alſo (as moſt cer- 
tainly they are) we muft either hereupon amend, or 
reaſonably expeCt(the day of Viſitation being come) - 
to be,aswell as they, Apoſtolically cenſured for them. 
And ſo for a while diſmiſſing his letter (which with- 
out doubt was pioully by the Apoſtle deligned,grate- 
fully bythe Church received; and effeQtually bythe 
ſounder Members thereof complyed with) ; we 
come now to conſider the reaſon and end of his per- 
fonal coming among them ; which we find to be, 
not only to viſit and enquire what ſucceſs that his 
Letter met with, and to. puniſh the obſtinate and 
wilful contemners of it ; but likewiſe to regulate 
and reform whatever was further wanting in that 
Church. And the ref will I ſet in order when I come. 
Where we have, 

I. The Perſon that was to viſit, and that is St. 
Parl; Preſident or chief Miniſter in that Church. 

IT. The work he comes about, and that is to re- 
form and ſet in order, what ſhall be found by him 
amiſs 1n that Church. - 

IIT. The time when this reformation and regu- 
Jation is to be wrought ; and that is, at his Viſita- 
tion or coming : Ad the reſt will T ſet in order when 
1 come. Begin we, | 


I, With the Perſon that maketh the Viſitation ; 
and that is St. Paul, the Apoſtle and chief Miniſter 
of that Church. Tr's true, when he wrote this E- 
piſtle to them he was abſent from them, exerciſing 
his office in ſome other place ; but without me 

before 
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before he left them, he had ſufficiently furniſhed 
them with Paſtors and Miniſters, it being his pra- - 
ice ſo.to do in all places where-ever he came: And 
accordingly he did it at Ly/fra, Iconium, Antioch.; 
for. it is ſaid of him there (As 14. 23.) that he 
preached the Goſpel. among them, and: ordained them 
Elders in every Church; The like he did in Piſidia, 
Pamphylia, Perga, Attalis (v. 26.) ; And as certain 
it is, that before he departed- from Corinth, he did 
the ſame there, elſe why doth he chide them' for 
mutinying againſt, and throwing off the Miniſters 
which he had. planted among thent? ſuch were 
Apollos and Cephas-(«<h.x.v.12.), ſuch were Stepha- 
nas, Fortunatus and Achaicus (ch.16.v.17.); But till 
he kept his regency and ſuperintendency over them, 
never out-travelling that, nor ſuffering himſelf ei- 
ther by the remoteneſs of his. diſtance, or by the - 
length of his abſeace,, tobe in- the leaſt diveſted. of 
that-authority, which he originally had (by being 
their Apoſtle): obtained over them. Hence he gt- 
veth them to kngww (ch.3.v.10.), That he was the 
'Apyilexley, or Maſter-workman, who laid the foun- 
dation ; and that all others (how great and learned 
ſoever in; that Church) did but eworoSopedr, and 
build thereupon: Nay, he kept. not this regency 
and ſuperintendency over the Church of Corinth 
only, but likewiſe over moſt or all of the Churches 
- of the Gentiles that were of his Plantation. W here- 
upon he tglleth-us, ( 2 Cor. 11. 28.) That he care of 
all the Churches was upon him : The care | not barely 
to plant them, for that he had done before ;- nor 
to water them, for for that end he had left Miniſters 
among them ; but in a ſuperior and commanding 
way. 
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way to direCt and govern them ; It beinghhis right 
ſoto do, inas much as he was their Apoſtle, and 
had the immediate guidance of the holy Spirit upon 
him. And here Two things will be further neceſ: 
fary to be enquired into, | 
1. How St. Paul, and the reſt of the Apoſtles 
came unto this power. | 
- 2, How this powex was conveyed from them 
to others, and from them again to others, down 
unto the Biſhops of our days. _ 

1. How St. Paul, and: the reſt of the Apoſtles 
cafne unto this power; and here we muſt conſider 
the reſbof the Apoſtles by themſelves, and St. Paul 
by himſelf: 'And, an 

x. As tothe reſt of the Apoſtles; It is moſt 
certain, and on all hands agreed, - that 'they had 
their authority from Chriſ#;-and the very ſame au- 
thority-to carry on'a Church in the World, as he 
himſelf had from his Father at- firſt to: begin a 
Church in-the -World-: Wherefore (daith/he) to 
them, when he firſt made them ghis Apotties and 
Delegates in that affair (Marr. 28.19.) A power 
* given to me in heaven and in earth, go ye therefore 
Y ualntvoals, and _—_ all Nations. Nay, 4s my 
ather ſent me, ſo ſend 1.you (Fohn 20, 21.) ; plain- 
| ly thereby declaring, that he fent them upon the 

ame errand, and every way commiſſion'd them 
with -the ſame authority , and -to the ſame mini- 
{tration and government as his Father cagimiſſion d 
him : And from hence we find, that as the Father 
gave judgment ro the Son ( Joh. 5. 22.), ſo now 
the Son giveth judgment to the Apoſtles TMarr.19. 
28.) ;-as the Father gave the Son power to forgive 
| fins 


(7) 
fins upon earth (Maze. 9.6.), ſo now the Son gi- 
veth power to his Apoſtles to remit fins upon earth 


alſo (Fob. 20. 23.); as the Father gave the Son. to * 
be the foundation or corner-ſtone of the.Church 


5 pawer ( yea, and 
ower) he gave unts. his Apoſtles, - before - 

he left fx World ; That, they when he was gone, 
might .by a due. exerciſe of the-lame, continue and 
. enlarge that his Church. And thus much for the 

' reſt of the Apoſtles ; | 

_-- 2. As. for. St, Paul himſelf, He was wares! 
7@ ix Tpwu ut, 45 aN abortive,: Or one born aut of due 
_ time (1 Cor. 15.8.) ; And. yet though out of time 
born, he had the ſame dimenſions and full propor- 
tions of an Apoſtle, as the reſt of them had : for he 
was really called by Chrif himſelf, was an eye- 
witneſs of his being riſen, was endow*'d with all 
manner 


(8) 

manner of Apoſtolical gifts, and had the whole 
World given him for his Dioceſs, which were the 
diſcriminating properties of an Apoſtle, as they are 
_ to be differenced from the Biſhops that ſucceeded 
them in their Office and Miniftery, And there. 
fore it is often ſaid of _ St. "__ Fic he was an 
Apoſt te not of men, neither by man, but by Teſ1 Chriſt 
collel by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf unto the ee (as the 
reſt of the Apoſtles were) though ſomewhat later, 


and not by Man, as all the following Biſhops wete ; | 


though that very Call(as hereafter will appear) was 
in a remoter ſence,of God alſo. And hereupon we 
ever after find him tiled an Ypoſtle, and owned by 
the reſt of the Apoſtles to be ſo: Nay, they give 
him the right hand of fellowſhip, as if (according 
to his own words) he was more than an Apoſtle. 
All which ſufficiently proveth (eſpecially if here- 
with you take-1n his afrer-praQtice, which was ne- 
ver blamed by thereſt) that as he was an Apoſtle, 
ſo he had the ſame power and authority from Chrif,, 
for the planting, ruling and managing a Church 
among the ſeveral-Namnons of the World,as the reſt 
- of the Apoſtles had. And thus having briefly dil- 
covered, how this power at firſt came unto St. Paul, 
and to the reſt ofthe Apoſtles; My next work will 
be as briefly to ſhew, | 
2. How this their power was conveyed from 
them to others, and from them again to others, 
down unto the Biſhops of our days. And indeed 
no ſooner were they inſtated into it themſelves, but 
(as'need required) they communicated it unto 0- 
thers; Thus-the whole Body of them, upon the 
failure of Judas, choſe Marthias into his room, to 


partake 
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(9) ; 
partake of his loſt Apoſtleſhipand Miniſtry (A4&s r. 
25.) ; Thus St. Paul, (being himſelf Apoſtolated) 
conferred the like office upon Timorhy, by the lay- 
ing-on of his hands (2-Tmz 1.6.) ; and left him at 
Epheſaus, to be Preſident of the Church there, with 
a like power to ele, ordain and conſtitute others 
(1 Tim. 5.22:); The like he did by Tits, leaving 
him at Crete; and as for other reaſons, ſo for this,to 
ordain Elders or Biſhops in every City (Tir. 1.5.) : 
From-whence it is clear, that as this power was 
firſt given by God unto Chri/t, and by Chriſt unto - 
his Apoſtles ;- ſo it was in like manner afterwards 
given by the Apoſtles to others, and by: them. to 
others. And accordingly St. Clemens (who is ſaid 
Phil. 4. 3. to be St. Pauls Fellow-labourer ; and 
who afterwards, as St. Ferome, and others inform 
us, became Succeſſor to St. Peter, in the admini- 
. ftration of the Church of Rowe) in his Epiſtle to 
theſe Corinthians, telleth us, (cap. 42. & 44.) That 
Biſhops were conſtituted in the Church by the A- 
poſtles, through the ordination and fore-appoint- 
ment of Ehri/# himſelf; and order thereupon given, 
07 Ws 50v xoiundoo, that when they (who were A- 
poſtles) ſhould :expire and go oft-the Stage, #repor 
Iehoximacuire:ardpss, other able and experienced 
Chriſtians ſhould be admitted and taken into their 
Place and Office. AndI am confident, ſhould en- 
quiry be made iato the ſeveral Ages of the Church 
from the. Apoſtles days toi our own, there: would” 
not'be found: a Church till of.late, but what had a 
- Biſhop upon the going off. of -the Apoſtle, to ſuc- 
ceed him in: his Apoſtleſhip and Miniftery : not as 
if all; the Privileges given:by Chri# unto the A- 
| _ "hs - poſtles 


(19) 
poſtles were to deſcend, and be communicated 
to their- Succeſiors ; for they had the gifts of 
Tongues and of Miracles ; a power of difeerning 
Spirits, and of inflicting Temporal - puniſhments 
(even of death it ſelf} upon Offenders ; a direQ 
and immediate conduct of- the: holy Spirit, toge- 
ther with an infallibility and. unerring guidance 
( as occaſion required or needed) not tnto truth 
only, but into all truth ; which properly and per- 
ſonally belonged to themſelves, as Apoſtles, and in 
a great meaſure dyed with them : But then as for 
their power to frame a Church, and when framed, 
to plant it with Biſhops and Miniſters ; and when. 
planted, 'to dire& and govern it ; ſo as to ſee. that 
it be not afterwards corrupted with herelie, nor 
over-run with debauchery, nor diſordered by 
Schiſms ; but that all things in it may be dane 
decently and in order,. and be every way fo ma- 
, naged, as that the Church it felf may. multiply, 

and the ſeveral Members thereof be ſecured and 
forwarded in their attainment of Salvation ; This 
power was purely Epiſcopal, - and 'not to: periſh 
with them, but to be communicated by. them to 
others, and by them to others (that were to ſuc- 
ceed them: in their office) uato the-Worlds end ; 
according to that promiſe of our Saviour (Matt. 
28. 20.) Lo, I av with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world, So that in truth, unleſs we will 
preſume to_charge Chri# with ignorance, either 
of the —_ or. of the 'Worlds/ end, we. muſt 
be forced to confe(s, that he could: not 'by that 
his promiſe intend any:thing leſs, than that their 
order fbould. be. continued, by their taking others. 


unto,. 
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unto, and inveſting them into the ſame plenitude 
of power with, themſelves ; ' that thereby he might . 
be aſſiſting to them and theirs ; to them during 
- their regency, and to their Succeflors .after them, 

during theirs; and ſo in fine, to the whole oft 
+ ſpring and Poſterity of Apoſtles, - which they, or 
theirs ſhould take 1nto the office urito the Worlds 
end. And ſo much for the Perſon -Yiliting ;\ my 
next and /econd offer will be to ſhew, 


II. The work that this authoritative Man comes 
about, and” that” is to-refority -and- ſet © in order 
what ſhall: be found by him! eo! be- atfiifs' in''the 
Church ;: The reft.will T ſer ins order.” And here 
conſidering, that the' Church before us, had een 
founded by himſelf in the cruth.of DoQrine' ad 
good Manners; and by him duly-platred and fur 
niſhed) wich vcgular- Biſhops alid Miniſters; "His 
work'cannot poſſibly be extended farlier;” tharyts my 
thefs Two following' Particulars, ' 57 I 


1. Toexatnineand'punifl all deviations Fromm 
the firſt eftadliſlimenct; made'in' that'Churghi* + 
2; To conſtittite new Orders and Canons for 
future expediency, and the firther-regulation'of 
the Charch, indſemet as they wete waniirlg i 
the firſt eitabliſhment. 5+ $079 B93 2B91IDS0 


1. To''examine :and puniſh all the deviations 
from the eſtabliſhment already made; be-they of 
Do&rine, of Manners, or of 'Dilcipline ; be they 
in the'Prief or in'the'People ;- The ons ning; ths 
leſs ſubjeQ& to deviate —_— alide frotit' — 
| 2 tnan 
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than the other. And indeed a Church: is not 
only to. be; well planted and- ordered ar firſt, but 
care muſt be afterward taken by the reſpeCtive 
Biſhops and Governours thereof, that it be pre- 
ferved and continued in the ſame beauty, luſtre 

"24 1 and order that it was begun in : So that if either 
Hereticks ariſe to pervert her DotQtrine, or: Schiſ- 
maticks to diſturb her order, or vitious and irreh- 
gious Libertines to defame and ſcandalize her Pu- 
rity, the Biſhop muſt call for®n amendment ; and 

if that will not do, He mult betake himſelf unto 
his,.-Rod; and his Keys, :and proceed to: cenſure a- 
gainft them.. Thijs: method was: firſt-direCted unto 
by our Saviour, asa ſtanding Rule to the Church 
for ever. Wherefore (faith: he, Mate. 18: 15.) Tf 
thy. brother , treſpaſs, go; and tell him his faults; and 
zf. be wilb not hear' thee, tell it | to: the Church. Tois 

— m=ppoeIpevycr, 'to the Prelates: and Governours of 
* Hom. 61.» the Church, as St,'Chryſoftom * hath it; and if he 
69, TH Will not hear them, let him- be -unto- thee: as an 
Heathen and a Publican. Fhus St. Paul! (for want 
of an amendment) gxcommunicated the-inceſtuous 
Perſon, and-{hut him-eut of: the Church. (1 Cor. 
5.5,).; threatning the reſt Gif they alſo not amend- 
ed) -with the ſame diſcjpline and ſeverity ( ch. 4. 
 v.21>):.; Thus, St, Fob» {etteth himſelf-againft the 
Seditious and ever-prating :Diorrephes,i telling him, 
That when he came he would remember his'deeds(1 Joh. 
3-I0.).;: and commandeth /all-good-Chriſtians not 

to receive ſuch, Enemies of the Chriſtian Faith in- 
to their Houſes, nor ſþ much; .as to bid them God | 
feed £:44%:8, viTo0 Bram whence T-gain- theſe - fi 
HWO PANE bfg 7 bog nerf $f 2! 
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7, That there is an Eccleſiaſtical cenſure to be: 
inflicted upon wilful, obſtinate and incorrigible Of- 
fenders, even to'excommunication and exciſion, 


2. That when the Biſhop cometh to Viſit; 
none ought more to be enquired.after, or ſooner 
cenſured, than thoſe who before-hand (by letter or 
otherwiſe) have been admoniſhed by him to a- 
mend ; And therefore ſaith 'our Apoſtle to theſe 
Corinthians, (2 Cor. 13.2.) I told you before, and 
now foretell you the ſecond time, That if I come, 1 
will not ſpare, Not as if the Churches cenſures 
were 'to-be ſcattered-like. duſt, and thrown into 
the- eyes of every trivial offender to blind, or to 
enrage him ; Certainly the declaration is too ſo- 
ſeman, the inflition too great, the power too Sa- 
cred to+be- proſtituted to the humour, intereſt or 
paſſion of any Man : But if there be a ſinner 
that is rampant, and his fin flaming ; if neither 

rivate correption nor- publick admonition can 
lay hold upon-him.,; if he will neither hear the 
Chureh, nor . be adviſed by-:it ; but remain in- 
corrigible, and:perſevere in- his:fin; and if no- 
thing elfe- will do, then' exſe recidendum, then the 
Sword muſt 'be: drawn for the cutting. him off 
and' for the: making him an Example: But and 
i upon all ſlighty occaſions: that Sword: be uſed 
whenidrawn, it will either wound too many, or 
terrifie noge.'- The ſecond end of-his coming, is, . 


'2. To eret new Conſtitutions-and Canons for- 
- future expediency, and the- further regulation of 


the - Church, inaſmuch as-they. were. waoting.56 
RY te: 


(14) 

the firſt eſtabliſhment ; The reft will T ſet in order. 
He was (as you find) the Apoſtle of the Geztiles 
(Rom. 11. 13.), and therein equal in commiſſion 
to the reſt of the Apoſtles, who (Marr. 28. 19.) 
were to teach all Nations ; whereupon we ſhall 
ſeldom meet with him long in a place ; no lon- 
ger, than as it was ncedful to plant a Church, 
and to eſtabliſh Miniſters therein, keeping the 
Superintendency of them moſtly unto, Himſelf; 
which cauſed him to fay, That the ſuperviſion 
and care of all the Churches was upon him: 
Upon him, fo far forth at leaſt, as to enquire af- 
ter\ their conformity to what (when prelent) he 
had taught and enjoyned ; and to what further 


touching order and. decency, ſhould upon daily 


experience and praQiife be found to be. deficient 
among them. The reſt will 1;ſet in order,, And 
mere, ' © : | JUL > DEM 08 36- £10 
rt. Some apply the many ney to matters 
touching the nn ar (© which the Apo- 
ſk immediately before had treated ).- as if what 
was further. to. be ordered, was all to telate to 
that affair-onty. And thus (as we are informed 
by Calvin, Peter Martyr, and others) many of 
the Writers and DoQtors of the Romenx Church 
do; making the words before us the great Palls- 
aiums and foundation Text not only for. their Tra- 
ditions, but for the Rubrick, Canon and Rituals 
of their. preſent Maſs; and as 4 Lapide hath it 
(upon the Text) for the very Veſtments of the 
Prieft, and Furniture of the Altar. But if the 
Maſs, or any one part of it (as now it ſtandeth) 
was 


CI 
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was here ordered, How cometh it to paſs, that 
the moſt ancient Writers of the Church, (and: 
even they that immediately followed the Apo- 
les) ſay nothing of it? or that their own, and 
moſt bigotted friends aſcribe the compoſition of it 
not to any one: Author, but to many ; not to- 
any offe, but to: divers Ages and Centuries ? 

Gevantres (their great Rituaſiſt) in his Commen- 
taries upon the Maſs * celleth us (citing Pope Gre- 
+ gory for it) that i» primorditis Eccleſie, in the very 
beginning of the Church it confiſted barely (and 
that: by order of St. Peter and' St. Paw) of the 
| words: of | Confecration and the Lord's Prayer 5. 
afterwards (citing Izxccext the 34.) he telterh us, _ 
That St. Peter ( whillt at Antioch ) added: three: 

other Prayers-unto it; and then (as Religion ea- 
creaſed) ather things (ſaith he.) were added, /as 
ſkemed: moſt proper and decent; and' ſomerimes. 
ſme of them taken away, and others again 


changed for the better. | Belarmine|| aſcribeth the ! 20-4e miſe | 
Introit, to Pope Celeftin the firſt ; The Gloria Pa | 


tri, to Pope. Damaſus ; The. Gloria in excelſis, to 
Pope Telefphorus ;- The following Colles to an- 
cient Popes, but brought into the ' Maſs- by Pope 


Gregory, Gavantus ſaith *, That the Graduel wag * Par.r, Tit. 
made by-St. Ambroſe ; The Sequence hy Nogerss, 7 


the Tract by Celeftin, Gelafins, or Teleſphorus; The 
Creed added by Damaſus ; The Offettory by. Ce- 
leſtin, Eutychian, or Gregory. The five-follow- 
ing- Prayers (faith Belarmine | ) neque antique. ad- 
nodum, were neither ancient, nor uſed in the Ro-- 
»4z Church for five hundred years : Phe Pre- 


|| Bel-de miſſes 
lib.2, C4p.17. 


laces(according to Gaventas* Jare aſcribed by fome-«pmrrnmun. 


tO 


+ 


| :De miſſ4 lib, 
2. c4þ.9. 


{| Par.I, tjt.18. 


* De yit. ecc. 
cath. lib. 1. 


cap. 7. 
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to 'St, Clemens; by others to Dionyſias ; and by 


' others -to Pope Leo. And as for the Canon 


it ſelf, 20» eſt nnius authoris, Tt is not (ſaith Bel- 
larmine |) of one Man's compoſition, the form of 
Conſecration, with ſome few prayers being aſ- 
cribable to St. Peter, the reſt to following Popes, 
and the ſtruture of the whole to St. Oregory. 
Gavantus goeth on with the Poſt-communion, 
and faith * much the ſame of all therein, ro the 
ite miſſa'eſt, And then as for the Garments of 
the Prieſt, they are (faith hel) by frequent aug- 
mentation encreaſed to the number and beauty 
they are now of; zam primis temporibus communi 
indumento veſtiti miſſas agebant, as having at the 
firſt their own common Veſtments to ſay Maſs 
in. And as ſimple and plain was their Altar 
dreſs, which occaſioned that after Sarcaſme, 4» 
rei Sacerdotes ligneis calicibus ntebantur, nunc lignei 
Sacerdotes anreis calicibus, aſcribed by Durantus* to 
Boniface the Martyr. And hereupon. our afore- 


j Par.1. ti,20. Mentioned Ritualiſt telleth us, | That ' the Altar 


was firſt ordered fo be of - ſtone: by St. Sy/veſter, 
to be covered with three linnen. cloaths by Bo- 
niface the 34, to be beſet with Candlefticks, and 


lighted Candles: by  Teleſphornus, It were endleſs 


to run thogough all particulars; but enough (and 
more than enough) bath*been ſaid to ſhew, That 
the moſt that the Writers of the Church of Rome 
can pretend to out -of Scripture for their Mas, 
15 no more than the form of Conſecration, and 
the Lord's Prayer; and that moſt or. all of the 
other parts of it, had much later” authors than 
either Chriſt or his Apoſtles; Infomuch that on 

the 


(17) 

the future) they muſt either quit this Text, and 
find out a better, or elſe be forced to own, thar 
it is an if patch d Garment of their own ; of 
which our Saviour forewarneth us, ( Marz. 9.16. ) 
ſaying, That no man putteth new cloth into an old 
Garment, left that which is put in, taketh from the 


Garment, and the rent be made worſe. But paſſing - 
this, 


2. Others apply the words more generally, 
to all matters.of order and decency (thoroughout - 
all the Miniſtrations of the Church ) that were 
then wanting ; and for which, the Apoſtle ( be- 
fore his departure from them) had given no par- 
ticular nor poſitive direQion : and ſo they make 
them a concluſion, not ſo much to the difcourſe 
about the Euchariſt immediately preceding, as to 
the whole Chapter, and, the matters therein trea- 
ted of, And thereby they give'us an -account of 
a further power in the Apoſtles, than barely of 
planting a Church: to wit, a power of enacting 
Laws and Conftitutions for it ; a power of regu- 
lating. the ſervice of it ; and (in ſhort) of eſta- 
bliſhing fuch Diſciplineand Rituals in it, as ſhould 
ſeem moſt expedient for the edification and good 
ordering of the Church.: And this the Apoſtle 
calleth a ſuperordering ; for for this cauſe, faith 
he (Tit. 1.5.) left'T thee in Crete, ira raidphuwcn, 
(ut ſupercorrigas) that thou mayſt ſuperadd ſuch ſan- 
tions to the former, as at any time. hereafter ſhall 
be found uſeful to the Church and wanting is tt : 
And this (as Grotizs upon the place inſinuates ) 

D gave 


(8) 
gave birth to thoſe early Canons called the A- 
poſtles ; not as if. by them compoſed, but becauſe 
they are a. colletion of thoſe Orders and Decrees, 
that were enaQed in or about the Apoſtles days 
for regulating the Church, at. or upon its firſt 
plantation. And indeed for Chriſtians not to 
yield obedience tro them, puts an affront and baffle 
upon the Paſtors of the Church and their Ayu- 
thority, whoſe voice we are to hear as the voice 
of Chriſt. Tn Scripture-phraſe they are called 
wporwres v mytumre, Rulers and Governouys 
(1 Tim. +5. 17.) ; yea, and {uch Rulers and: Go- 
vernours, who muft have their Decrees and Ca- 
nons : Obey them ({aith the Apoſtle, Heb. 3. 17.) 

*. Epiſt. ad x. that have the rule over you. Tenatins* would have 
phe. c4p-6. us honour and regard them, ws avrys 101 wWin- 
ava, as we do him that ſent them ; 'and to 

L Epiſt. ad yield obedience tothem'þ, &s 'Fnos; Xpicos To wa 
Smyrn. 6.8, pi, as Chriſe did unto his Father. Nay, he 
* Epiſt. ad Tral, that diſobeyeth them (faith " he) "AleO. AMIE) 
c 7: X Ovoceſ8hc,-is no better than a profligate or an 
Atheiſt, one that: deſpiſeth Chri#, and- contem- 

neth his Ordinance. It is not for me. at pre- 

ſent to ſet forth the extent of this their power ; 

and yet certainly whatever is of preciſe and eſf- 

_ © fential duty ; nay, whatever is of ſuch advan- 

rage and conveniency to the Church, as to pre- 

ſerve or reſcue the fame from. confuſion, muſt 
neceflarily pertain to their legiſlation to enaCt, 

and to their Juriſdiction to execute : for if any 

thing lefs than ſo be allowed, it would be im- 

polfible ro preſerve Religion, or ſecure. a perſe- 


cuted 


all for want of {bv 
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cuted Church from ruine ; Chri# muſt yield to 
eMahomet, the boy or to the others Alcoran, and 
cient power in it ſelf to con-. 
tinue Chriſtianity in the World. And fo I paſs 
from the conſideration of the Apoſtles work, 


ITI. To the time when this Reformation and 
Regulation is to be wrought, and that is at his 
Viſitation or Coming ; The reft will I ſet in order 
when I come. A method praQtiſed by the Apoſtle 
in other Churches, as well as in this of Corinth ; 
for faith he to Barnabas (AQs 15.36.) Let ns now 
go 7 and viſit our brethren in every City where 
we have preached the word, and ſee how they as : 
e710x8wusha, let us exerciie the office of a Bi- 
ſhop among them (and from thence :wioxow®O-)- 
as if the main. part of the Biſhops work in his 
Viſitation, -was to enquire after the welfare and 
regularity of the brethren ; ws #x»o:, how they 
. do; that is, how they advance in the knowledge 
of Chriſt, that they may be confirmed ; how they 
lead and order theit lives, that they may be cor- 
reQed or cenfured ; yea, and how they conform 
to the prefcriptions and tnjunQions of the Church, 
that Uniformity -may be improved, and Schiſm 
put by. And therefore it is ſaid of St, Pau, 
(v.41.) That he went through Syria and Cilicia 
confirming the Churches; and commanding them 


( as forme * Latine .Copies have «it ) Cafto- * zegerms in 
dire | pracepts Apoſtolorum & Seniorum, to ob- #04": 


ſerve the Decrees and Conſtitutions of their A- 
poſttes and Biſhops. So that: here T have a fair 
; D 2 occaſion 


4 


(20) . OD 


cccaſion offered to ſpeak ſomething of that ne- 
_ ceſfary office of Confirmation ; Bur my Text cal- 

leth me off, and will make me diſorderly, unleſs 
I preſs for the ſetting in order the. things that 
were there wanting. And © therefore before [ 
move ; Let me, | 


1- Beſpeak the attention of the Churchwardens 
and -Sides-men, who are here this.day ſummoned 
into-a Spiritual Inqueſt, to dere&t and preſent 
whatever is amiſs in the Church, and againſt the 
Canons and Conſtitutions of the ſame: And in- 
deed unleſs you preſent and make known to the 
Biſhop, what diſorders/there are' in the Church, 
How can the Biſhop (now he is come) et things 
in order ? Unleſs you ſet forth the ſinner and 
his- crimes, that he may take cognizance of them, 
the Church muſt ſtill bare the ſinner , and par- 
take of the ſcandal of: his crimes; Certainly a- 


mongſt ſo many Criminals that are in the Church, . 


there are others beſides 'your ſelves; and: ſome- 
thing further to be found forthe - Biſhop to ani- 
madvert upon, than that crying, waſting,' dam- 
ning ſin of Perjury. As for the information a- 
oainſt theſe Corizthians here, it was exhibited to 
the Apoſtle by ſome of the houſe of Cloe (x Cor. 
x. 11.) ; but whether by them as the Churches 
Guardians, doth not to me appear, how be it in 
this Chapter (where the Apofll reproveth them 
for their contempt, offered to the newly inftitu- 
ted Sacrament of wie Supper) I do find them 
highly. commended - 

| | Now 


% 


or {uch their -information ;: 
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Now IT praiſe you brethren, that you remember me 
in at things (V.2.): And howbeit other irre- 
gularities may poſſibly at this time flip you, yet 
{till (for the good of: the Church, and for the 
reclaiming ſo groſs. a miſdemeanour in it) you 
ought to keep.your eye full upon what ( before; 
and-now by letter) you have been pre-admoni- 
ſhed ; and ni all_reſpets to anſwer. by yours, 
your Biſhop's zeal. A zeal! truly Chriſtian, be- 
coming a-Biſhop, and not to he check'd by. any: 


faithful Member of the Church, ſeeing. he is now 


on purpoſe come among us. to enquire about it. 
A zeal !: converſant about the higheſt Ordinance. 


in the Church; yea, and ſo neceſſary and- eſſen- - 


tial-an one;: that if we faulter therein we cannot 
be Chriſtians ;: at leaſt not Chriſtians of the pri- 


mitive: amp: and fervour, who never celebrated ' 


a religious Solemnity - without it. Hence it is 
recorded” of the Apoſtles ( 4s 2.42. ) that rhey 
continued daily in breaking of bread; Yea, and of 
ſo great an eſteem was that office: above the reſt, 
that it. gave the name and denomination to the 
reſt; for ſo it is ſaid ( Acts 20. 7.) That on the 
firſt day of the week: ( which: was the ſet day for\ 
their Meetings) the Diſciples came together to. break 
bread :- Not as if all other offices were then. 0- 
mitted ( for it is moſt certain, that St. Pau! both 
preached and prayed at the ſame time) /v.7.,10.), 
but that the: main and chief end of all was to 
eat together. And thus the Succefſors. of the 
Apoſtles both praQtiſed and preſſed ; -Hence 1z- 


= 


aatins * (ſpeaking of the Epreſians) telleth us, *} 


iſt.4d Epþ.. 


cad. 30: 
ors 40-2 


| (2 2) 


67: 01 a7 erp, that they did all of them meet 
together in common, breaking that one bread ; 


* Apel.2. 6.97. and Faſtin Martyr * after him faith, oy 78 $ay 


Suipe, that it was uſual upoh the Straday for 
thoſe that were Chriſtians to meet together, 
and to eat the bread that was then and there 
conſecrated : Nay, the primitive: Chriſtians were 
{o heartily devoted to this piece of ſervice, that 
they did it every day they met; eſteeming that 
day and the worſhip of the day little better than 
toll, if they had not therein partook-of thoſe ſo- 
lemn and heavenly myſteries. Huzc antem pancm 
. dari nobis | quotidi? poſtulamnas, ' Wes delire! ( ſaith 


{| Deorar.Dom. St, Cyprian |) to eat daily of that bread, left by 


our forbearing and not . communicating, we be 
forbid the heavenly bread, and ſeparated from the 
Body of Chriſt; To xowwrds xal' 'otagny Huipar, 


* Epiſt. & To communicate daily (faith St. Befi/*) and to 


can.g. © Anti- 


partake of the Body and Bloud of Chrrf, is both 
ſafe and profitable ; inafmuch as Chrift himſelf 
hath exprefly ſaid, He that  eateth my Fleſh and 
arinketh my Bloud hath eternal life; Nay, it be- 
hoveth all thoſe, fay the ancient Canens},, who 
enter the Church to hear the Scriptures, and 
will not ftay- the Holy Communion, ©: eratia; 
2pm orvTas apogitedat, to: be caſt out of the 
"Church, as breeders of confufion, and diſturbers 
of the Congregation. And 1n all probability this 
frequency of Communion. kept pace with their 
Mectings, and went along with moſt or all of 


* Apol.2d Pan. their Aﬀemblies, for forme Centuries of Years ; - 


Et. Jerome * (who flouriſhed about the year 390.) 
E- | | telleth 


C2 
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telleth us, that the- cuſtome prevailed, according 

to his own. knowledge, unto. his own. days, and 

reporteth * the ſame by good hear-fay of the * x17. f cu. 

* Churches: of Spain; St. Beſid | (ſpeaking of the cis. Tom: 2. 
Chriſtians -under his iaſpeQtion ) faith, we do gore,” 

conſtagtly communicate- four times in's Week; © 

yea, and ;on atiter days t60, if the memory of a © 

Martyr; happeneth to be celebrated thereon; _ 

St, Auſtin, * 18:9; 46{s concluſive: for the Age hie « 2112;1 18; 

| lived in,, Some ({aith he): communicate every day 4d Fenur. 

of the. Week, others on-ſat days -only. ; In ſome 

Churches no day paſſeth- without 'a-Communian, 

10 others, 15 welgbrated: an the: Saturdays>ooly, 

_—_ _ m——_ wy and :in oY oo the 

Lard's Day:only.> And ithough: this: primitive }| 1 amtroctis.s, 

teryour afterwards -languiflied into caldneſs and <4p-4: Tom 4: - 

indiffereney,oif:the Great! Church ſooner, 10 the 7 - - 

Latiwe dater ;. yebrthe: haly Fatbers:and; Biſbaps # * Cr. de ore. 

of -Hath: endeavoured, (as nivich as in' them lay ) pry. ee 

by -cheir- -Exhottations- ani - Sermons, | by their Zr. 17, 

Decrees' and-Cenſures, to maintain and keep up. 

that primitive - ardour. and; zeal 3: declaring all 

ſuch - unworthy to- have their: Names. preſerved: 

_ in the: Diptychs | of the-Church, who ſhould | (vc. 4nriech. 

preſume (though: perhaps at: other times- remiſs) my 


«C43, $1. - 


t0-pals over the holy times of Eafter, Pentecoſt, 
and the Nativity, without communicating in them. - 

And: without doubt, wpon: this: ;account, and: in 
conformity to this Apotiolicat and primitive-ufage, 

the Reverend Reformers of our Church nor only 
prepared, but appointed a Communion:Service *'* zz. before 


tor every Publick Solemnity. of the Year ; be it the Nic-Creed, 
. | and for the fe- 


yeral days,” 


* Concil. Trid, 
Seſſ. 6. cap.6., 


can. $. 


| Rabr.p9{ 


- 
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'0n -the Sundays or other Holy-days, Feſtivals or 
Faſts; ordering not only the 'Prieſt\ himſelf to 
communicate, - (as it is uſual for them-'to- do in 
the Church of * Rome, 'though alone) but the ſe- 
veral. Pariſhioners in their courſes-to attend, that 
Perſon more eſpecially, to whom by courſe it ap- 


} com, Pertained to offer for-the| charges of 'the Com- 


Jib.r, Edv.6, Taunion : And-though in a' ſhort! while after, it 


'-to be obſerved::; 


was found: by. too {ſad an experience,: that the 
zeal of the People would not anſwer the zeal of 
their Prieſts; yet in ſuch places ftill, where there 
Are/many Priefi to be had, (as in Cathedrals and 
Colleges) ithe ſame-order-'is duly and conſtantly 
as likewiſe 'in all' Parochial 
Churches and 'Chappels, ſo often as the Mini- 
ſter thereof ſhall think fit -to 'givei notice of a 
Communion, provided-he can but:obtain-a con- 
venient 'number' to:communicate-with. him, which 


* $xb.p9ſ com. 30 the ſmaller * Pariſhes muſt be three at the leaſt, 


f| Rub ant.com. 
for the Sick, 


And this .invitation by him 'to be often | given ; 
and upon the negle&t of the People to be reite- 


a. 2.cxbort. rated and further-preſfed ;* Inſomuch -that every 


in com. 


* Rubr. po 
__ & r 


Catech. item, 


C49, il 2, 


| (47. 22. 


t Conc. Later, 
Cm. 21, 


Pariſhioner,. who ieither hath been. - confirmed, 
or being :of competent Ape, 1s deſirous: to be 
confirmed,* muſt communicate at leaſt three times 
in the Year, of which Eaſter to be one, or elle 
ſuffer the Penalty and cenſure of the Canon. 
"Three || times in. the Year at -leaſt;; a zeal! 
though inferiour to that in the Primitive, yet 
ſuperiour to that at preſent in the Papal, or (if 
you'l ſuffer it to be ſo called) in the Presbyte- 
rian, Church : The firlt | contenting her ſelf with 

once 
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once in the Year; and that too, rather * juxts * Con Tridews. | 


pracepturm matris Eccleſie, out of obedience to the 
commands of the Church, than to the inſtitution 
of Chrift ; the other | ſo far degenerating, as 
wholly to leave it to the conſideration and deter- 
mination of the Miniſters, and other Church- 
Governours Of each Congregation, how careleſs 
ſoever they might happen to be ; which (God 
wot) was ſeldom- enough celebrated; and: in ſome 
places (though a thouſand communicable Perſons 
were in them) not ſo much as once, from the 
time that the Direory took footing, to the time 
that ( its Sire) the Covenant was burnt by the 
hands of the common: Hang-man ; as a due re- 
ward for all:the miſcbick, Sacrilege, Perjury, In- 
juſtice, Dilloyalty, Oppreſſion, Prophanenels, Ir- 
religion, Atheiſm, it brought along with it. In 


de Sacr, Euch. 
Ute 9. 


|| DireQoyy of 
the Sacr .p4.48, 


ſhort, the Church by. its daily Service minds us 


of the: duty, the: Prieſts aften; and often invite 
unto. it, there are' proper Prefaces. for proper days 
aſſign'd ; Nay, there-are Officers appointed, and 
(ſome of you} {worn to preſent the negligence 
and default of thoſe who. do- not communicate : 
Infomuch that though this zeal of our Church 
be not-altogether {o high and culminant; as was 
the zeal of the firſt: Primitive Chriſtians, yet it 
giveth ſufficient check to the remiſneſs of. the Pa- 
pal, and to the averfation and ſhineſs of the Pha- 
natical Congregations; and may evidently con- 
vince the rebgious examiner, That it is her aim 
and-endeavour: to be as like the primitive Church 
in her Zeal and —_—_ as ſhe is: truly _ 

| | her 
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her in her' Methods and Conſtitutions. Argus. 
ment enough (provided you love: your Religion) 
to. make you faithful to your .truſt, and to affift 
yourpiagh zeal, by being no leſs zealous in-the 
-, caſe:your ſelves. -My ſecond advice-ſhall be, 


2.; To you, my Brethren of the Clergy; and it 
is, (1.) That we would be orderly our. ſelves ; 
and (2. )- that we would 'prattife- order in the 
Chwrcds ic ociioune; ! 1? 6 4990: ; 4 


;-..7,, That we would'-be orderly our ſelves; Þ 
know there are ſome-that weed our lives, and 
make: uſe of our mfirmities, tothe: Churches dil- 
grace:z:hike: Ehes;ithey dwell upon iour ſores, or 
rather-like the: Kite they'l'faſten no where, but 
upon-the .ribs of: carrion ; The faireft Meadows 
and the moſt pleafant''Fields will not at all ftay 
them, but! paſſing: over what ' would -invite and 
enamour.athers,. they ſcent a Carrion,'and there 
they light.--Let our Zeal be otherwye never {o 
ave, our Charity never. ſo comprehenſive, our 
Light aeyer ſo bright ; | yet if there be: but one 
Amaſa' dropt dead in:the way, one objeCt of.Seorn 
for their: Eyes: to behold, they will more- glare 
upon 1t. themſelves, and more -blazen: it-abroad to 
others for the diſcrediting-our way, than if other- 
wiſe. we, ſhould:undermiae-or deny the /very Fun- 
damentals;of- our- Faith,: provided' we would-but 
ſpeak. the-:language of: Afþdod with them. And 
thus: for- the defects: and inordinacies. of ſome, 
ehey -blemiſh- tlie whole: . Order : and. EunQtion-; 

-64 though 
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though 'for -my part Tican ſee no reaſon why 
the fall of ſome Angels, may 'not as well be im- 
putable to the whole* Hierarchy - of Heaven; as 
ſome few Mens faults chargeable to the whole 
Order and eſtabliſhment of our Church. What 
a Monſter (I pray you) "might be made out of 
the beſt Beauties in the ' World ?' Nay ; what a 
mFilapen uglineſs would the very face' of Venus 
afford ? if a malicious ill-minded Painter ſhould 
|  keave what 1s lovely, and colle&t only ſuch fea- 

| tures out of 'her, as he ſhall find' moſt unpropor- 
tionable and amiſs in her. ' Eraſmm telleth us of 
one, who balking the more noble and manly 
Verſes of Homer, gathered only thoſe that were 
lame and defeQive, out -of which he: made his 
Poem :| Certainly when under this diſguiſe none 
could be more ugly, none ſo blind as Homer ; Sa- 
tyrs might -be made out of Nymphs, Devils out 
of Angels, lame Mephiboſbeths (I mean) limping 
Scazonticks, out of the moſt heroick Hexameters, 
if either Poet or Painter (quibis- quidlibet audendi,) 
ſhould -be ſo difingenuous : But withal we are 
charged (as/in Subordination to'our Biſhops) to 
be Examples to our Flock: ( 1 Pez. 5.3.), and 
told (1 Tim. 3. 5.) That if we-cannot govern our 
Families, and much more our ſelves, we are not. 
fit to govern the Church'; to be Reftors or Vi- 
cars there. My next Advice is, 


2. That we would prattice .order in the 
Church ( T mean, in that - Church we_-pretend 
unto); St. Paul in this Epiſtle of his, — 

. HS eth 


68). 


eth the Corinthians, (ch. 14. v.14): that all things 


be done decently and in order; and* in his Epiſtle 


to the Coloftans, (ch.4. v. 17.) he giveth ſpecial 


charge to Archippus to fulfil his Miniſtry: To the 
one; to do all the Offices, and perform- all the 


Miniſtrations belonging to his Place and Fun&i- 


en ;- and to the other,” to do_ them. according to- 
the uſages and cuſtomes, the 'appointed Orders. 


and Rules eſtabliſhed in the-Church for them : 


and without doubt to prevargcate 1n either, is to. 
| make us. falſe tv God, unfaithful to our. truſt,. 
ſcandalous to the Church, forgetful' of our oaths, 


unmindful of our ſubſcriptions, not fit to be Mi- 
niſters in the Church at all, as te the one; not 


of the Church of England, as to the otlier ; and 


. duly puniſhable by 'the Biſhop, ' as to. both. It 


would be tedious''to inlift upon theſe things in: 


- particular ; But (and+if) our Miniſtery be to be 
ulfilled, then let me in a more eſpecial manner 


(before I conclude) commend: unto your care, that 


deſpiſed and too much negle&ed office of 'Cate- 
chizing : An office!. To neceſſary in the Church, 
that: we cannot have -our Baptized taught, our 
Youth confirm'd, our Communions-filPd, nor our 
-Church ſupply'd without it ; an office ' that firſt 
brought Knowledge into the Land; and muſt 
Keep it there, And however it hath been thruſt 
out of late by too much, or at leaſt by-too un- 
{eaſonable preaching (as if- there were no means 
of Knowledge, ſcarce of: Salvation 'out of the 
Pulpit), yet I fad it to have been in uſe among 
_ the firſt Chriſtians; and with great diligence and 


' zeal. 
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zeal continued thoroughout the pureſt Apes of 
the Church ; the greateſt Scholars, and:the ableſt 
Divines, (ſuch as Clemens of Alexandria, Origen, 
St. Cyril of Feruſalem) being aſſigned to the office 
of the Catechilt ; -and the-adulrt and aged never 
diſdaining the. place or ſtation of the Catechu- 
mens. . Though alas!: now (to our ſhame I-ſpeak 
it) ſo much diſgufted, and fo ill reſented by the 
eroud,” that you may almoſt as ſoon - perſwade: 
them. to offer their Children in Sacrifice to Ms- 
loch, as to ther induftrious, conſcientious Mini- 
ter to be Catechiſed by. him. And yet I:do-ve-- 
rily believe, that the-generality of Chriſtians-would 
really edifie more by one: Hours ſober Catechiling, 
than-by many hours Sermons; and that no grea- 
ter -cauſe /can be. afſigned for the vaſt ignorance 
of our Natwn, and the-ſmall-aumber of our Com- 
municants, (amidſt ſo y=_ a manifeſtation of the - 
Goſpel): than tlie preſent negle& of this kind of 
preaching : Nay, I am-confident, could we. take 
down- our pride, and humbly ſubmit hereunto, 
not only. Knowledge, but Religion it Telf would. - 
more flouriſh in- the Land ; - for experience will 
tell us, That where this kind of preaching is 1n- 
uſe, there. is leſs couzening and defrauding, leſs 
' hating and: damning, one another ; more Piety 
and Charity, more Humility and Modeſty, more: 
Peace and quietneſs, and ſo more true Chriſtiani- 
ty ; than'in other places, where there are perad- 
venture more Sermons and Pulpit-talk. But a- 
mong{t the many Preachings that are often out 
of ſeaſon, I. hope this kind of preaching (nn 5 


(9) 
almoſt 'always-in ſeaſon) will cot at this time be 


forgot; for out of order- we ſhall be, till this thing 
be ſet 1n order. _ | ; | 


My Lord ! | R245 8 

T have but one word more to ſay (for it is not 
for Children to. inſtruct cheir Fathers) and it is 
only-to beg your Preſence oftner among us ; as 
being the moſt probable means to preſerve the 
Diſcipline of the Church, to multiply.Proſelytes, 
to ſet things in order, and to keep your Cler 
in heart : and 'foraſmuch as the Preſence of a 
Biſhop hath been ſo rare, let me on the behalf 
of Hundreds, who adore your Office, and thank 
you for this days Viſit, beg for them YOUR 
EPISCOPAL BENEDICTION ; and amongſt the 
Om ME, EVEN ME; O MY FA 
T h | 


FINIS. 


